	Communication, Language and Literacy

Key Texts/Stories

Fiction: 

What the Ladybird heard  (Julia Donaldson)

Masha and the Firebird (Margaret Bateson Hill)

Lao Lao of Dragon Mountain (Margaret Bateson Hill)

The Empty Pot (Demi)                   Anna Hibiscus Song (Atinuke)

Handa’s surprise (Eileen Browne)      Meerkat Mail (Emily Gravett)

No Dinner  (Jessica Souhami)

Non-fiction 

Books about different countries 

Books about weather and animals in different countries

Poetry: 

Poems focusing on family/pets/senses/seasons

What we’ll be doing in class …

Songs and Rhymes, talking and listening games

Reading a range of fiction, non fiction and poetry
Reading and writing High Frequency Words

Retelling stories verbally & encouraging independent writing

Around the World Bag – world artefacts 

Non-fiction writing about countries

Writing invitations      Writing postcards

You can help at Home by
Read 3 times a week or  more 

Read print in the environment 
	Maths 

What we’ll be doing in class …

Counting, reading & writing numbers to 10, 20 and beyond 

Recognising and ordering numbers 

Saying 1 more/1 less than a number              Sorting Coins
Counting on and counting back       Estimate groups of items
Surveys using tally/mark making charts

Using the language of time.            
Measuring quantities in cooking and in weight 

Patterns and shapes, Spotting shapes in buildings

You can help at Home by

Encourage your child to count objects and actions

Notice numbers out and about

Encourage your child to practice writing numbers at home
	Knowledge and Understanding of the World

What we’ll be doing in class …

Talking about seasons 

Walk around our school and our village

Maps; local, national, global, drawing our own

Identifying countries and continents

Use drawing software to create pictures about themselves

Getting About – transport around the world

Planning a journey

Recognising flags and landmarks, locally and globally

Designing our own flags and currency

Greetings from countries around the world

You can help at Home by

Talking about events that have happened

If you have family overseas or travelled anywhere within the UK or International we’d love to hear about it.  What was the weather like?  Do you have any artefacts?  Would you be willing to talk to the class about it?
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	Here, There & Everywhere
	

	
	Mrs Cheney
	Spring 2017
	Willow Class
	

	
	We start our learning journey with a postcard from our class wolf, Winston, off on his travels.  Where’s he been and where is he off to next? We’ll travel around the world, visiting continents, listening to music and stories from around the globe.  We’ll look at and make maps, local, national and global.  We’d like to experience cultures from all over the globe.  If you can help let us know.
	

	Creative Development

What we’ll be doing in class …

Making Aboriginal patterns

Moving to Music

Music from around the world - Investigating musical instruments

Role play and small world play; “farm” and “jungle”

Make Japanese folded paper fans

Mixing colours for a purpose

You can help at Home by

Encouraging mark making and drawing at home

Do you know of any stories from around the world that you think we’d like to hear?
	
	Physical Development

What we’ll be doing in class …

Games from around the world

Core Strength work

Gymnastics 

Talking about wealthy food choices

Negotiating our outside play space safely

Noticing the effects of physical activity on our bodies

Mark making using various materials

You can help at Home by

Encouraging writing; large, medium and small scale Talking about the need for variety in the food they eat

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional

What we’ll be doing in class …

Complimenting others and acknowledging their own skills

Talking about feelings, good, bad & what makes us grumpy!

Learning to compromise and appreciate others viewpoint

Working as part of a team                  Tibetan Prayer Flags
You can help at Home by
Talking about the effect of behaviour & choices on others
	


Friday 6th January 2017

Dear Parents,

Welcome back!  We hope you’ve had a good break and are ready for our new topic, Here, There and Everywhere. Just as the title suggests we’ll be hearing stories from around the world and finding out facts about different places.  We’ll be making maps and writing postcards.  Do you know of any stories from around the world that you think we’d like to hear?  Do you have any artefacts from other countries or stories of your travels that we could show to the children?
PE

PE continues to be on Wednesdays and Fridays for the whole class. We keep PE kits in school at all times during term time and change for lessons as the rest of the school does.  Please make sure your child has a water bottle and coat in school each day.  We suggest tracksuit bottoms or leggings ready for the cold weather.  

Changing Reading Books

Over the last term we’ve encouraged children to become more independent in changing books. We will remind them when they arrive at school and during reading time to change their own books.  Please can you to write the book titles and any notes in their diaries when you read at home.

Chinese New Year
We’d like to celebrate Chinese New Year with Beech Class on Wednesday 25th January with a range of activities around Chinese stories, music, food and craft.  If you are available and would like to help for the day or part of the day please let me know.  
Phonics books
Thank you for using the phonics books with children.  I have kept all phonics books in school and will be sending them home on Tuesday with a little one-off phonics homework.  We will continue adding new sounds on Thursdays this term.  
Home Learning Stars

I am attaching 2 home learning stars for all year R families.  We cannot stress to you enough the importance of the family being involved in building a full picture of your child.  Please use the stars to let us know what your child has been showing you at home so we can celebrate it in class and add it to their learning journal.  

As always many thanks as always for your support. If there is anything we can do to help or you have any queries please let us know.
Mrs Cheney and Mrs Swain

Chinese New Year


Wednesday 25th January


Wear red or yellow








